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In between two national languages and the mother tongue:
conflict of identity in the multilingual Taiwan

A
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Abstract: This paper offer a longitudinal look at the change of language and identity in the
multilingual Taiwanese community. The thrust of the analysis is on the post-1980 period when
identity issues concerning the use of Mandarin and the native language of Taiwan became more
pronounced. Since the early half of the 20™ century, two national languages have existed in
Taiwan: Japanese during the Japan period and Mandarin following the end of World War II .
Mainly as a result of the transition from the colonial period to becoming a territory of R.O.C,
the number of bilinguals (Japanese and native language or Mandarin and native language)
has dramatically increased. The spread of Mandarin has also been a factor responsible for
the marginalization of the native languages and the indigenous cultures of Taiwan. The new
sociolinguistic reality has provoked a strong sense of resentment among Taiwanese intellectual
elites who launched a nationwide educational campaign to rehabilitate the status of indigenous
culture and local languages. The present paper examines this phenomenon, and, concludes
that parallel to the process of resurgence of Taiwanese national identity the movement not only
resulted in improved proficiency in the local languages, but also underscored the influence of
linguistic and cultural diversity of each ethnic group on the integration of Taiwan as a state.
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